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Our Mission
Preserving a ribbon
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everyone, forever.
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The Niagara Escarpment/Gchi-Bimadina/Kastenhraktátye 
is the traditional territory of Indigenous peoples. In both spirit and
partnership, we recognize and thank the Anishinaabek, Huron-
Wendat, Tionontati, Attawandaron, Haudenosaunee, Métis, and all
who provided stewardship of these lands over millennia. Together
may we care for this land and each other, drawing upon the
strength of our mutual history through peace and friendship, to
create a lasting legacy of conservation for generations to come.
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The more I explore
the Bruce Trail, the
more I am struck by
the beautiful variety
of landscapes along
our footpath. 

One hike along the Trail is never the
same as the next. One section can have
completely different sights, sounds and
smells than another. Walking the Trail is
a simple yet very tangible way to
experience the biodiversity of the
Niagara Escarpment.  
    Through my camera lens, I try to
capture some of this diversity - from the
tiniest insects to the vastness of the forest.
It’s an ongoing challenge and pleasure
that helps me focus on the natural world
we are working to conserve. 
    Yet, I know there is more to
biodiversity than meets the eye and the
camera lens. More than just visual
splendour. More than simply a count of
species. More than incredibly rare
creatures. Biodiversity is the myriad ways
in which the natural world is varied - at

the genetic, species and ecosystem levels.
This variety begets complex
relationships between organisms, and
provides ecosystem services that support
us all. And most importantly, it is under
threat because of human activity. 
    In this issue of Bruce Trail
Conservancy Magazine we’ve put the
spotlight on biodiversity. In these pages
you’ll read about what makes the
Niagara Escarpment so biodiverse, why
this diversity is important to the future
of our communities, and how our staff
and volunteers are working to assess and
conserve it. You’ll head on a tour of nine
of our BTC protected natural areas to
explore this extraordinary diversity, and
you’ll read tips on what we can all do to
reduce biodiversity loss every day.
    Preserving biodiversity is at the core
of our conservation work at the Bruce
Trail Conservancy and I’m incredibly
proud of our efforts, our approach and
our success. The Bruce Trail Conservancy
has conserved more than 12,700 acres of
vulnerable habitat in Ontario since its
inception. We actively add to that

conserved land each year, protecting
spaces and species. We strategically seek
to connect protected areas, creating
continuous natural corridors that will
help build resilience in the face of
climate change. And throughout the
year we responsibly connect people to
the diversity of the Escarpment through
our footpath. 
    This fall, I’m looking forward to
connecting even more people to the
Niagara Escarpment, the Bruce Trail and
our protected areas though our Bruce
Trail Pledge (see page 6) and our new
Bruce Trail App (see page 24). Both of
these exciting projects will engage
people in our work in new ways. 
    As you explore the Bruce Trail this
fall, and marvel at the remarkable fall
colours, take joy in the incredible
diversity around you both in nature and
in our local communities. •

Michael McDonald, 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Chief Executive Officer’s Message 
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•   Leave the Trail better than you found it.
   Practice leave no trace principles. Commit to safely

picking up litter on your hike.

•   Share your plant & wildlife sightings.
   Collect important biodiversity data as you hike, and

learn more about Niagara Escarpment species as a
citizen science volunteer.

•   Be an ambassador.
   Share your love of the Bruce Trail and encourage

others to support the Bruce Trail Conservancy.
   Share this issue of Bruce Trail Magazine.

•   Build an inclusive outdoors. 
   Be an active part of making the outdoors safe and

welcoming for all identities and abilities.

•   Support conservation with a gift.
   Make a donation to the Bruce Trail Conservancy and

support the preservation and stewardship of Niagara
Escarpment land.

   To learn how these actions can make a difference, to
find ideas, tips and resources, and to take the pledge,
visit brucetrail.org/pages/bruce-trail-pledge

Bruce Trail Pledge Button &
Weekly Prize Draws
As our thanks to you for taking
action with the Pledge, we’ll
send you a Bruce Trail Pledge

2021 button. Wear it
with pride and let
others know why
you took the pledge.

Take the pledge and you’ll also be
entered to win a BTC prize (your choice of
a Bruce Trail Reference Guide
or our BTC socks + pins
package).

Each week in October,
we’ll draw for a prize among all
pledge takers. The sooner you
take the pledge, the
more chances you’ll
have to win.

Share the Bruce Trail Pledge
With each person who takes the Bruce Trail Pledge, our com-
munity grows. As our community grows, our collective
capacity to preserve a ribbon of wilderness increases.
   With each action, we are making a positive difference in
the future of our beloved Bruce Trail and in the conservation
of the irreplaceable Niagara Escarpment. •

Take the Bruce Trail Pledge

This October, we invite all who care about the Bruce Trail to commit to doing one of five
simple yet powerful actions to support the Trail and the work of the BTC:
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Exploring & Preserving 

Niagara Escarpment Biodiversity

Exploring the Escarpment along the
Bruce Trail will take you on a journey
through this diversity. From woodlands
and wetlands, to cliff edges and talus
slopes, to rare alvars and scenic shore-
lines. These diverse habitats support
thousands of species, including over one
third of Ontario’s at risk species.
Exploring the Trail is a gateway to under-
standing and preserving this biodiversity. 
   As a UNESCO World Biosphere, the
Niagara Escarpment is internationally
recognized for its biodiversity and for
the important role local communities
have had in its protection. Ecosystems of
the Niagara Escarpment support species
that coexist alongside the most densely
populated and heavily developed region
in Canada. Biodiversity here is threat-
ened by habitat loss and fragmentation,
invasive species, pollution, unsustainable
use, and climate change.  
   We depend on the Escarpment’s biodi-
versity for our health, our economy, our
enjoyment, and our cultural heritage. It
is crucial that we work together to
address current issues which threaten
biodiversity and to build resilience to
those that emerge in the future.
Balancing human activities and nature
protection is a delicate, ongoing process. 

   The Bruce Trail Conservancy works to
find that balance. Through habitat protec-
tion and stewardship, connecting people
responsibly to nature, and engaging com-
munities in conservation action, the BTC
plays a leading role in reducing biodiversity

loss and advancing its recovery.
   In this issue of Bruce Trail Conservancy
Magazine, we highlight the remarkable
variety of life on the Escarpment, the work
being done to preserve it, and ways you
can explore and support its protection.

The Niagara Escarpment is a spectacular geological formation that has created a mosaic
of ecological systems, habitats, and species unlike anywhere else in the world. 

What makes the Niagara Escarpment so diverse?

The Niagara Escarpment is the dominant landform in southern Ontario and a
biodiversity hotspot. Its topography and calcareous soils, together with the
climatic influences of the Great Lakes, create a variety of habitats and
conditions that in turn support thousands of unique species. In fact the Niagara
Escarpment boasts the highest level of species diversity among all 19 Canadian
biosphere reserves.

ESCARPMENT ECOSYSTEMS SUPPORT: 

• 1,500 species of plant 
(including 50 fern and 
40 orchid species)

• 350 species
of birds

• 90 species of fish

• 53 species of mammals    

• 36 species of reptiles 
and amphibians

• Plus countless
fungi, lichens, and
invertebrates

Ph
ot

o:
 J

oh
n 

W
hi

tw
or

th



8                B R U C E  T R A I L  C O N S E R V A N C Y  M A G A Z I N E                                                                                                                F A L L  2 0 2 1

Let us take you on a tour of this
remarkable biodiversity. On this
armchair trip, you’ll visit nine BTC
Nature Reserves – one in each of our

Bruce Trail Club sections. On each stop
you’ll encounter another element in the
rich mosaic of ecozones, habitats and
creatures that make up our ribbon of

wilderness and learn about some of the
ways we are working to enhance and
preserve its precious biodiversity. 

Our first stop on this Escarpment biodiversity tour is just 6 km
from the southern tip of the Bruce Trail. Here in the
cooling forests of the BTC’s St. Paul Nature
Reserve we see clues that we are in a
special place. Sassafras groves, Tulip
Trees and Carolina Wren tell us we
are in the Carolinian life zone –
Canada’s most diverse and fragile
ecoregion. The Carolinian zone
makes up only 1% of Canada’s
land area yet it has the greatest
number of flora and fauna species
than any other ecoregion in
Canada, including 65% of Ontario’s
rare species. Stretching from Windsor
to Toronto, the Carolinian zone sits
within Ontario’s most densely populated
region, making protected areas like St. Paul
Nature Reserve vital for the preservation of unique
species and habitats.

St. Paul Nature Reserve – Protecting Carolinian Canada
Niagara section, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Map 1  |  10 acres
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A Tour of 
Escarpment Biodiversity 
through Bruce Trail Conservancy Nature Reserves Ph
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From the Niagara River to the tip of the Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula, the Bruce Trail Conservancy
protects and stewards over 12,700 acres of Niagara Escarpment land. These areas preserve a diverse
array of habitats – including forests, wetlands, caves, meadows, scarp edges and alvars – and
provide home for over 86 species of conservation concern.

Carolinian forest at St. Paul

Sassafras
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At the edge of the rapidly growing city of Burlington,
near the northern limit of the Carolinian zone, we find
an 87-acre oasis. With mature Sugar Maple forests,
riparian areas, and a naturalized pond, there is
wonderful variety to be explored at Fisher’s Pond. But
don’t overlook that field – it’s the site of the
BTC’s first tallgrass prairie restoration
project. Tallgrass communities are
some of the most endangered
ecosystems in Canada, with less
than 3% of their original
extent remaining in Ontario.
In 2019 this area was seeded
with a mix of native prairie
grasses and wildflowers.
Restoring this increasingly
rare ecosystem will improve
soil quality, increase Niagara
Escarpment biodiversity, and
provide important habitat for
grassland birds, mammals, reptiles and
pollinators.

Fisher’s Pond Nature Reserve – Rare Tallgrass Prairie
Iroquoia section, Burlington, Map 9  |  87 acres
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Tallgrass prairie at Fisher's Pond

Common Milkweed at Springle

As you walk the Todd Bardes Meadowlands Side Trail at Springle
Nature Reserve you may notice a curious sight: a shallow plate on a
short post filled with rocks and water. This is a water station for
Monarch butterflies (threatened in Ontario) and is just one of the
many signs of the restoration efforts of the Toronto
Bruce Trail Club Biodiversity Team at Springle
Nature Reserve. This dedicated volunteer
crew has been working to increase
biodiversity on the property through
plantings, invasive species control, and
special wildlife structures. Look
carefully and you may also see tarps
on the ground where patches of old
agricultural fields will be replanted
with wildflowers. Or you may notice
shrubs hanging upside-down from tree
branches where volunteers have pulled
invasive Common Buckthorn and left it to
dry so that it would not re-root and spread.
And over in those birdboxes, you may find
nesting Eastern Bluebirds or Tree Swallows. These
ongoing efforts are a wonderful example of the committed
volunteer corps that makes our conservation work possible all
along the Niagara Escarpment. 

Springle Nature Reserve – Biodiversity Restoration in Action
Toronto section, Limehouse, Map 12  | 38 acres
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Common Evening-Primrose

Monarchs
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Photo: TBTC Biodiversity Team
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In the rolling Caledon Hills, we reach a spot that reminds
us of the pressures of resource extraction on the Niagara
Escarpment. Quarryside Nature Reserve was an active
quarry site for valuable Whirlpool Sandstone from the late
1800s until the 1970s. Despite this drastic
disturbance, the ponds and piles of rocky
material left by quarrying operations
are showing signs of natural
regeneration. BTC volunteers and
staff have observed nesting
Midland Painted Turtles,
salamanders and newts at various
life stages, and 22 regionally rare
species on the property. Though
there is no trail currently on
Quarryside Nature Reserve, it is an
important part of the Bruce Trail
Conservancy’s long-term
conservation efforts and is being
actively managed to support its
regeneration.

Quarryside Nature Reserve – Nature Regenerating
Caledon Hills section, Inglewood, Map 14  |  34 acres
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Pond at Quarryside

As you walk along the Narrows Side Trail, the rock walls
of the impressive Splitrock crevice rise up to either side of
you. Escarpment crevices like this support distinct species
of ferns and mosses that grow best in these cool, damp,
rocky conditions. Splitrock Narrows Nature Reserve
features an extensive crevice and cave
system created by the frost wedging
of the Escarpment dolostone,
and the gradual shifting
downward of huge slabs of
rock over long periods of
time. Much of the cave
system here, not accessible
to the public, provides
important habitat for the
endangered Little Brown
Myotis (a.k.a. Little Brown
Bat). These crucial
insectivores help keep insect
populations in check but are
under serious threat due to the
pesticide use, habitat destruction, and a
deadly fungal disease, White Nose Syndrome. 

Splitrock Narrows Nature Reserve – Life Among the Rocks
Dufferin Hi-Land section, Mono, Map 19  |  63 acres
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Crevice at Splitrock Narrows

Midland Painted Turtle

Little Brown Myotis

Photo: Brian Popelier

Photo: Jason Headley
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A flash of blue and a splash draws our attention as we enter
Dunedin Ravine Nature Reserve. A Belted Kingfisher has just
scooped a Crayfish from the waters of the Noisy River. The Noisy
River is a coolwater stream. Many aquatic organisms prefer specific
temperature ranges, and a cool water stream offers
habitat for a mix of coldwater and
warmwater species. The Eastern Cedars
and Balsam Poplars along the banks of
the river through the ravine provide
shade and help regulate the water
temperatures. They also provide
important habitat for Spring
Peepers and Wood Frogs that need
both wooded areas and water
bodies to complete their life cycles.
Rivers and streams are vital
freshwater links through the Niagara
Escarpment, and their surrounding
riparian zones are biologically rich.
However, these habitats remain extremely
vulnerable to climatic change, and are continually
threatened by changes in land and water use patterns, making their
protection ever more important.

Dunedin Ravine Nature Reserve – Freshwater Lifeline
Blue Mountains section, Lavender, Map 21  |  79 acres
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Noisy River at Dunedin Ravine

Atop the western slope of the scenic Beaver Valley
we reach Campbell Nature Reserve – a wetland
wonder. Six distinct wetland types are protected
here including a fen, a particularly rare and diverse
type of wetland. Fens are peat-forming
wetlands that rely on water and
nutrients from groundwater, require
thousands of years to develop, and
cannot easily be restored once
destroyed. Unlike bogs, which
are also peat-based wetlands,
fens are fed by slowly flowing
nutrient-rich water making
them more productive. Among
the grasses, sedges and
wildflowers, look for the white
tufts of Green-keeled Cottongrass
or the red berries of the rare Large
Cranberry. These are just a few of the
species supported by the fen’s unique
conditions.

Campbell Nature Reserve – Fantastic Fen
Beaver Valley section, Blantyre, Map 28  |  77 acres
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Fen at Campbell

Belted Kingfisher

Bog Buckbean

Photo: Brian E Kushner
Photo: Brian

Popelier
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Though we’ve reached the end of our tour, there is so much more Niagara Escarpment biodiversity to explore. These areas
represent just a few of the many spaces and species you are helping to protect with your support of the Bruce Trail Conservancy. 

Have your binoculars handy for this stop in our tour. The sheer
variety of habitats found at Kemble Rock and Kemble Wetland
Nature Reserves make it a wonderful place to birdwatch. There
are 15 distinct ecosites in these adjoining nature reserves
including varieties of deciduous forest, thickets, marshes,
swamps, meadows, and treed talus and cliffs. 
   Birds are well adapted to specific habitats, and their
presence can help to identify and highlight habitat
variety. In the thickets you may spot the Brown
Thrasher or Blue-winged Warbler. In the marsh,
look for circling Sandhill Cranes, with their
distinct prehistoric call and massive wingspan.
A Red-winged Blackbird is a sure sign that water
is nearby. And the distinct laughing call of the
Pileated Woodpecker may indicate ‘interior
forest’ - a wooded tract that is at least 100 m
from a forest edge. Birds, and breeding birds in
particular, are good indicators of ecosystem health
and biodiversity. Protecting a variety of habitats, like
those we find at Kemble Rock and Wetland Nature Reserves,
is the best way to ensure that biodiversity is preserved.    

Kemble Rock & Kemble Wetland Nature Reserves – Avian Delights
Sydenham section, Kemble, Map 34  |  345 acres
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Wetland at Kemble

Let’s take a loop through our final nature reserve on the Juniper
Flats Side Trail. It’s aptly named. Stretching before us is an open
area dotted with low lying juniper shrubs. This is an alvar – a flat
area of limestone bedrock covered by little to no soil. Alvars are
globally rare habitats. Ontario is home to 75% of North
America’s alvars, most of which are found on the
Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula and Manitoulin
Island. Although they may look sparse, alvars
are far from barren. They are home to myriad
distinctive plants and animals which must
be adapted to very little soil and alternating
periods of flood and drought.  Here in this
‘shrub alvar’, under the Common Juniper,
you may find the brilliant Paint-cup
Paintbrush, Balsam Ragwort, and an unusual
assemblage of lichens and mosses. Another
rare inhabitant of the alvar and other rocky
Escarpment habitats is the Massasauga Rattlesnake,
an oft-persecuted species at risk, whose habitat is
protected here at Johnstone Nature Reserve.

Johnstone Nature Reserve – Globally Rare Alvar  
Peninsula section, Dyer’s Bay, Map 40  |  350 acres
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Alvar at Johnstone

Photo: Brian Popelier

Sandhill Crane

Photo: Brian Popelier

Massasauga Rattlesnake
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Fisher’s Pond
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Much of our work at the Bruce Trail Conservancy involves conserving and celebrating
the unique biodiversity of the Niagara Escarpment. But in order to preserve biodiversity
along our conservation corridor, we need to understand it. 

Answers to questions such as “What
kinds of plants and animals live along
the Bruce Trail?”, “Where are sensitive
species living?” and, “Are invasive species
spreading to new areas?” help us to more
effectively steward Niagara Escarpment
habitats and identify areas where
conservation action is needed. 
   Our conservation team spends a lot of
time in the field trying to answer those
questions with formal methods such as
breeding bird and vegetation surveys.
However, the Bruce Trail is
approximately 900 km long, and the
Bruce Trail Conservancy manages over
12,700 acres of land. That’s a lot of
ground to cover for three staff ecologists. 
   Enter ‘citizen science’, in which
community members participate in
research and monitoring to further
scientific knowledge. One of the key ideas
behind citizen science projects is that
many hands make light work, and
everyone can contribute to scientific

knowledge with the right tools. This is
certainly true when it comes to the BTC’s
iNaturalist project, which documents
biodiversity along the Bruce Trail corridor.

iNaturalist: A Citizen Science Platform
iNaturalist is a citizen science website and
app where people can share observations
of living things anywhere in the world.
The BTC iNaturalist Project, which started
in 2018, collects iNaturalist observations
from along the Bruce Trail, helping us to
understand what organisms are living
along the Niagara Escarpment, and where
and when they are found. 
   Citizen science volunteers simply join
the project and upload photos and audio
recordings of living things they encounter
along the trail. iNaturalist uses artificial
intelligence to suggest the identification
of the organism, and other iNaturalist
users can offer their suggestions as well.
The ability for iNaturalist users to view
each other’s observations, comment and

Using Citizen Science to
Understand Biodiversity
Bruce Trail Conservancy’s iNaturalist Project
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By Mara McHaffie, BTC Ecologist

suggest identifications creates a sense of
community and allows nature enthusiasts
to connect with and learn from one
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another. All the while, their observations
contribute to a vast dataset that
researchers can use.

Our Results to Date
As of August 4, 2021, the BTC iNaturalist
Project had collected a remarkable 14,854
observations of 1,651 species made by 80
citizen scientists. By the time you read
this, those numbers will have grown with
another summer’s worth of observations
from BTC volunteers. 
   Results so far have included an
incredible diversity of observations from
five different kingdoms of life: plants,
animals, fungi, and even protozoans
and bacteria.

includes observations of over 900 species
from 159 different plant families,
including tiny mosses, ferns, wildflowers
and towering trees. 
   This is not surprising, for a few
reasons. The Niagara Escarpment is home
to over 1,500 species of vascular plants.
Their sedentary nature makes them easy
for anyone to observe and record. And in
the first year of the BTC iNaturalist
Project, we were collecting only plant
observations before broadening out to all
kingdoms of life.
   Fungi and animals have each
accounted for approximately 10% of all
observations. Birds and insects have been
the most popular animals observed,
followed by mammals, amphibians and
reptiles. But citizen scientists have also
included observations of less charismatic

animals, like millipedes and snails.
   The remainder of the observations were
of more cryptic and often overlooked
groups of organisms – protozoans and
bacteria. Most of the protozoans observed
were slime molds, which often resemble
fungi but are actually single-celled
organisms that can aggregate together to
form the mushroom-like structures that
we can see. 
   While there were only two observations
of bacteria, one of those bacteria, called a
phytoplasma, causes a phenomenon that
may be familiar to some Bruce Trail
hikers: green leaf-like stripes on the petals
of White Trillium. Look for this next
spring in your favourite patch of Trilliums
(and if you see one, consider adding it to
our project).

BTC iNaturalist Project 
By the Numbers

14,854 Observations
of

1,651 Species
including 

22 Species of 
Conservation Concern

made by

80 Citizen Science Volunteers
as of August 4, 2021

   The most common observations by far
have been of plants – over 75% of all
observations to date. The BTC project

Wild bergamot 
(Monarda fistulosa)

iNaturalist Observations on the Bruce Trail - by Kingdom
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Seeking Sensitive Species
The Butternut is not the only species at
risk recorded on our iNaturalist project.
Citizen scientists have observed 22
different species at risk, including
threatened grassland bird species such as
Bobolinks and Meadowlarks, and
limestone-loving plant species, such as
the American Hart’s-tongue Fern. Many
species at risk are in decline due to
habitat loss, so understanding where
they occur is important for prioritizing
habitat conservation and restoration
actions. For example, if Bobolinks are
observed on a BTC property, we may
undertake grassland restoration on that
property to improve their nesting
habitat. 

Species Spotlight: Butternut
The most commonly observed species in
the BTC iNaturalist Project has been
Butternut, with 233 observations. Despite
its abundance in the project, the
Butternut tree is actually an endangered
species. It is endangered due to the
Butternut Canker, a fungus that infects
and kills the tree by restricting the flow
of water and nutrients. The canker can
be recognized by the dark, sooty patches
it creates on the bark.
   Observations of this species are very
useful, because we assess individual
Butternut trees for signs of resistance to
the Butternut Canker. Resistant trees
may be valuable for recovery programs
that aim to introduce resistant varieties
of Butternut back into the ecosystem.

For this reason, many trail and
stewardship volunteers have learned to
identify Butternut and add it to the BTC
iNaturalist project. 

USING CITIZEN SCIENCE TO UNDERSTAND BIODIVERSITY

Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus)
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Black sooty marks on a Butternut tree

caused by the Butternut Canker. 
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Tracking Invasive Species
The iNaturalist project is also a good way
to track invasive species, which are non-
native species that have a negative
impact on local ecosystems. Aside from
the native Butternut, the invasive plants
Common Buckthorn, European Swallow-
wort (a.k.a. dog strangling vine) and
Garlic Mustard were the most
commonly observed species in the
project, with 169, 143 and 127
observations, respectively. These plants
tend to outcompete native plants,
reducing biodiversity and causing
profound shifts in a variety of ecosystem
components, from soil chemistry to
fungal networks. Tracking these invasive
species can help us to act quickly when
species spread to new locations along
the Trail, and to prioritize areas for
management.
   For example, in 2019, a new invasive
plant species called Japanese Stiltgrass
was found along the Bruce Trail in Short
Hills Provincial Park. For now, the plant
is contained within the park and
management is ongoing. However, there
is a risk that this plant could spread
outside the park along the Trail.
Uploading observations of this plant to
iNaturalist can help us track its spread
and remove any new occurrences before
the spread becomes unmanageable.

What iNaturalist Data Reveals and
Doesn’t Reveal
Citizen science has the power to
transform biodiversity research. But it is
important to keep in mind some of the
limitations of an approach like iNaturalist

before drawing conclusions based on the
data. Its unsystematic and uneven
sampling effort over space and time can
introduce biases. For example, we’ve got
lots of observations from around the
Hamilton area in the spring and fall. This
likely reveals more about where and
when people are choosing to hike than it
does about the abundance of various
species around Hamilton. iNaturalist
observations are also heavily weighted to
those organisms that are easily detectible
and easily photographed, and to those
locations that are easily accessible. And
iNaturalist data confirms presence, not
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Japanese Stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) 

American Hart’s-tongue Fern (Asplenium scolopendrium var. americanum)

absence. So, the lack of an observation in
an area does not mean that species is not
found there. 
   But as long as we’re aware of these
things, we can still make use of the
extraordinary dataset created by a
network of observant nature enthusiasts.
Citizen scientists are making it possible
to document where species occur on an
unprecedented scale, allowing scientists
and conservationists to understand
species’ ranges and habitats in a way
that would not be possible without so
many eyes looking out for nature.

Your Sightings Can Make a Difference
The BTC iNaturalist Project is a
wonderful tool for monitoring and
learning more about the unique
biodiversity of the Niagara Escarpment.
If you haven’t joined the project yet, we
encourage you to get involved. Whether
you’re a trained expert or just interested
in learning more about the life around
you, we can use your help. You can learn
more by visiting brucetrail.org (Get
Involved > Volunteering > Citizen
Science) or by emailing
mcroll@brucetrail.org. 
   Thank you to our amazing
community of citizen scientists who
have contributed observations and have
dedicated their time and energy to help
build our understanding of biodiversity
along the Niagara Escarpment. •

https://brucetrail.org/pages/get-involved/volunteering/citizen-science
https://brucetrail.org/pages/get-involved/volunteering/citizen-science
https://brucetrail.org/pages/get-involved/volunteering/citizen-science
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Conservation in Action: New Protected Areas

Speyside Sanctuary (expansion) – Toronto section
Halton Hills, Map 12
3.5 acres
690 m of Bruce Trail Optimum Route
Located on 4th Line in Halton Hills near Limehouse
Conservation Area, this new BTC property adds 3.5 acres to
the existing Speyside Sanctuary (preserved in 2009 with BTC
donor support). With this expansion, a nearly continuous 11
km stretch of Bruce Trail has been protected between the
community of Speyside and our Maple Ridge Nature Reserve. 
   Though relatively small, this 20-metre wide natural corridor
shows remarkable biodiversity. Birds not yet recorded in the
area, like the Orchard Oriole, have already been spotted.
Remnants of rare Tallgrass prairie dot the property, and
wildflowers including Trillium, Spotted St. John’s-wort, and

In our efforts to protect and connect vital ecosystems,

and secure a home for the Bruce Trail into the future,

the Bruce Trail Conservancy created two new

protected natural areas earlier this year. These areas

will help us further preserve, enhance and explore the

biodiversity of the Niagara Escarpment.

Speyside Sanctuary (expansion) – Toronto section

Echinacea, provide sustenance for pollinators. This corridor
will now be protected in perpetuity and provide safe access
between natural spaces for hikers and for wildlife.

Blantyre Springs Nature Reserve – Beaver Valley section
Blantyre, Map 28
33 acres
604 m of Bruce Trail Optimum Route
Near Rocklyn Creek Management Area, on the border of the
Beaver Valley and Sydenham Club sections, sits Blantyre
Springs Nature Reserve. A key connector property for the
Bruce Trail, it provides a permanent home for 614 m of main
Trail and safeguards a continuous natural corridor in the area.
A small stream winds its way through mature maple and
beech forests. Species at risk including Butternut trees and
Monarch butterflies have already been recorded on the
property.
   The Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club has created a new,
carefully-designed parking area at the edge of the property
with a capacity for up to 9 cars, and rerouted the trail to
connect to it (see our Trail Notices in this issue, page 23). The
new parking area will help to manage an increase of visitors
to the area, ease trail congestion, and provide safe access to
the nature reserve. •

Blantyre Springs Nature Reserve – Beaver Valley section
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Based on the poem “I wanted to be surprised” by Jane Hirschfield

Your Bruce Trail Story Stories from our community

Each walk in the woods
a surprise:

a woodpecker,
rat-tat-tat, castanet
breaks the white stillness 
of winter.

Spring peepers,
suddenly raucous,
blue kohosh and trout lily-
the surprise 
of wild leeks,
up a hill.

The shock 
of summer heat,
brooks that bubble green
instead of blue,
an orchestra of mosquitoes,
under a canopy
of lush leaves.

Our dry fall footsteps, 
crash and startle, 
as tree by tree,
leaf by leaf,
a technicolor world
unfolds, then fades
into brown.

The whole show ends
as each tree, 
slowly, 
flings off its foliage-
only skeletons
are left.

It’s never a surprise
when the first snowflake arrives,
and catches-
   on a child’s tongue
   on the last bird wing
   on the bumper of an RV heading south.

Submit your 
Bruce Trail Story
Our Bruce Trail community
abounds with stories. 
We want to hear yours. Submit
your story to us at any time
online or by email and you may
see it featured in an upcoming
issue of Bruce Trail Magazine.
Essay, poem, lyrics, journal,
blog - your story can take any
of these forms. 
Details at brucetrail.org/pages/
your-bruce-trail-story or contact
communications@brucetrail.org 

Hikers are always surprised By Ruth Patterson
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https://brucetrail.org/pages/get-involved/your-bruce-trail-story
https://brucetrail.org/pages/get-involved/your-bruce-trail-story
mailto:communications@brucetrail.org
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Mckinley K. (11 years old) submitted this drawing of a Pileated Woodpecker, one of
many birds he’s encountered on the Bruce Trail. 
    Mckinley and his mom Jenn, dad Keenan, and sister Kenzie, love spotting birds
and often use the Merlin App to help identify what birds they see and hear on the
Bruce Trail. Their sightings have included Cedar Waxwings, peewees, chickadees,
blue jays, cardinals, sparrows, veerios, goldfinches, sandhill cranes, egrets, turkeys,
vultures and many more.  

Kids are great biodiversity detectives!  As careful observers of our natural
world, you often notice things along the Bruce Trail that adults have missed.  

Three 
Biodiversity
Resources 
for Kids

K I D S’ CO R N E R  S U B M I S S I O N S
Kids, do you have a drawing, poem, story, photo, hike review, or other creation inspired by

the Bruce Trail? We’d love to share it in an upcoming Kids’ Corner. Send your creations to
communications@brucetrail.org. Don’t forget to include your name, age, description of your

entry, and permission from your guardian.

Mckinley

1. Biodiversity & Me:
A Bruce Trail guide to
the biodiversity of the
Niagara Escarpment.  
This downloadable PDF
guide features checklists, a
hike log and habitat
descriptions. Visit
brucetrail.org/pages/
resources/niagara-escarpment/
flora-fauna to download your copy.

2. Seek app by iNaturalist: 
Though iNaturalist is already pretty
kid-friendly, Seek takes it to the next
level. Not only can you use Seek to
help identify the species you
photograph, you can also earn badges
for seeing different types of birds,
amphibians, plants, and fungi and
participate in monthly observation
challenges. No registration involved,
no user data is collected, and your
location is obscured. Visit
inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
for details.

3. Biodiversity ID sheets from the
University of Guelph Arboretum: 
These double-sided, 11 X 17 inch,
laminated biodiversity sheets let you
see lots of colourful photographs at
once to help you identify animals and
plants of southern Ontario. Visit
arboretum.uoguelph.ca/educationand
events/id-sheets to order yours.

https://brucetrail.org/pages/resources/niagara-escarpment/flora-fauna
https://brucetrail.org/pages/resources/niagara-escarpment/flora-fauna
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
https://arboretum.uoguelph.ca/educationandevents/id-sheets
https://arboretum.uoguelph.ca/educationandevents/id-sheets
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Map 3 – Short Hills Provincial
Park, Annual Closure
Short Hills Provincial Park
will be closed on the follow-
ing dates to honour treaty
rights with a First Nation
deer harvest: October 13-14,
October 27-28, November 
9-10, November 20-21,
December 1-2, December 
11-12. Each harvest day will
begin one half-hour before
sunrise and end one half-
hour after sunset. The park
will be closed the morning
after each harvest for
maintenance until noon.
For more details visit
www.ontarioparks.com/
park/shorthills/alerts

IROQUOIA
Map 8 – Dundas Valley ORA, 
Re-opened 
The overnight rest area in
Dundas Valley Conservation Area (DVCA)
is no longer closed. This simple site by the
DVCA Trail Centre is for use by BTC
members only, for a maximum of one
night, and must be reserved in advance
through the DVCA Superintendent 
(dvalley@conservationhamilton.ca). 
No vehicles or fires permitted. 

TORONTO
Map 11 – Hilton Falls, Temporary Closure 
A section of the Hilton Falls Side Trail
will be closed starting July 12, 2021, as a
result of a Conservation Halton 
construction project. The closure and
construction are expected to last until
September 30, 2021.
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Trail Changes & Notices

NIAGARA
Map 1 – Alfred’s Trot Side Trail
Starting just past the Landscape of
Nations Commemorative Memorial and
ending just before the Queenston
Quarry, the new 1.5 km side trail, named
after General Brock’s horse, creates a 2.8
km loop with the main Bruce Trail. 
New side trail = 1.5 km

Map 14 – Terra Cotta ORA, Temporary
Closure 
The overnight rest area in Terra Cotta
Conservation Area has been closed by
Credit Valley Conservation until further
notice. 

CALEDON HILLS
Map 19 – Turnbull Side Trail, Annual Closure
The landowner has requested an annual
closure of the Turnbull Side Trail (Oct. 1 –
Dec. 31) to accommodate hunting season
on their land. Please obey the landowner’s
wishes.

J U N E  O C TO B E R 2021, P O S T E D I T I O N 30

F O R T H E L AT E S T T R A I L C H A N G E A N D N OT I C E S, V I S I T B R U C E T R A I L.O R G/T R A I L_C H A N G E S

Trail Changes & Notices Online
Did you know? Our Trail changes
online are up-to-date and searchable.
You can search by Map Number, Club
Section, Edition of Guide Affected,
and even by text in the description.
Visit brucetrail.org/trail_changes

Reservations Required
Be prepared to make parking reserva-
tions at some parks and conservation
areas along the Bruce Trail. Parking
reservations are currently required for:
• Hamilton Conservation Authority

(conservationhamilton.ca): Spencer 
Gorge CA (Webster Falls, Tew Falls, 
Dundas Peak)

• Conservation Halton
(conservationhalton.ca; parkvisit.ca): 
Mount Nemo, Rattlesnake Point, 
Crawford Lake, Hilton Falls CAs

• Credit Valley Conservation (cvc.ca): 
Cheltenham Badlands CA

• Ontario Parks
(reservations.ontarioparks.com): Forks 
of the Credit, Mono Cliffs *NEW*

• Bruce Peninsula National Park
(pc.gc.ca/bruce): Reservations required 
for parking at Halfway Dump (June 18
- Sept. 7, 2021), and at the Grotto /
Cyprus Lake (May 1-Oct. 31, 2021).

• Lion’s Head, McCurdy Drive
(lionsheadparking.ca) *NEW*

https://brucetrail.org/trail_changes
https://brucetrail.org/trail_changes
https://conservationhamilton.ca/
https://www.conservationhalton.ca/
parkvisit.ca
https://reservations.ontarioparks.com/
pc.gc.ca/bruce
www.lionsheadparking.ca
https://www.ontarioparks.com/park/shorthills/alerts
https://brucetrail.org/trail_changes
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DUFFERIN HILAND
Map 19 – 2nd Line EHS, No Parking
The Town of Mono has prohibited
roadside parking above along 2nd Line
EHS near Mono Cliffs Provincial Park.
This is no longer a recommended parking
location.

Map 19 – 25 Sideroad, No Parking
The Town of Mono has prohibited road-
side parking along 25 Sideroad near Mono
Cliffs Provincial Park. This is no longer a
recommended parking location.

Map 20 – Pine River, Reroutes and 
New Side Trail
Three new trail reroutes have been made
possible through the recent creation of
Pine River Nature Reserve. A section of
the Kilgorie Side Trail was removed from
the road and rerouted on the land
immediately to the north. A section of
main Trail was removed from the unim-
proved portion of 15th Sideroad. And a
new Pine River Valley Side Trail creates a
3.1 km loop with the main Trail. 
Kilgorie Side Trail = 760 metres
New Main Trail = 360 metres
Pine River Valley Side Trail = 2.5 km

BEAVER VALLEY
Map 24 – Georgian Peaks, Reroute
The Bruce Trail has been rerouted away
from the ski lift on the Georgian Peaks Ski
Club property at the landowner’s request
due to safety concerns.

Map 26 – Lower Valley, Reroute
A new trail configuration on the BTC’s
Lower Valley Nature Reserve takes 240
metres of trail off the road.
Lower Valley Nature Reserve Side Trail = 480 metres
Upper Beaver Valley Lookout Side Trail = 40 metres
New Main Trail = 710 metres

Map 28 – Blantyre Springs Nature Reserve,
New Parking and Reroute
Following the acquisition Blantyre Springs
Nature Reserve (see page 18), the Bruce
Trail has been rerouted slightly to the
north and through a new BTC parking
area that will accommodate nine cars. The
off-road parking that was located 60
metres to the south on private land has
been abandoned.
New parking coordinates = N 44.500537º, 
W 80.632902º
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The Bruce Trail App is sponsored by:
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The New Bruce Trail App is coming soon!

Find, Plan and Track your
next Bruce Trail Adventure!

Plan and track your hikes along Canada’s
oldest and longest marked footpath, and
explore new areas along the Niagara
Escarpment, with the most up-to-date
route information, in an easy-to-use
format.
   The Bruce Trail App can help beginner
hikers, seasoned explorers, and aspiring
End-to-Enders alike! 
• Explore over 1,300 km of trails on the

Niagara Escarpment.
• Find parking and camping information

and get directions.
• Have the latest trail changes and

notices on your phone.
• Customize your map view and see just

the features you are interested in.
• Measure distances and plan routes.
• Track and record your hikes.
• Download BTC Maps for offline use.
• Explore BTC Protected Natural Areas.
• Find helpful “know before you go” tips
• Get the latest trail news and

conservation updates.

The new Bruce Trail App is
available for iOS and Android
devices by subscription.
Download the Bruce Trail App
with a FREE 7-day trial. Then,
to continue with unlimited
access to the app and its
ongoing trail updates, you can
subscribe for $2.99/month or
$29.99/year.
   Proceeds from app
subscriptions go to the Bruce
Trail Conservancy to help
maintain the app, care for the Trail, and
support our conservation work. 
   Learn more at brucetrail.org/pages/
bruce-trail-app 

Thank you to all our supporters for your
enthusiasm, and your patience, as we
worked to incorporate member feedback,
make necessary improvements, and build
and test all the features of our new Bruce
Trail App.

   We’ll continue to introduce new
features and improvements based on
your feedback in future releases.
   If you purchased our original Bruce
Trail App (in 2014-2020), thank you.
Purchasers of the original app will not
receive special pricing for the new app
and are asked to pay the same
subscription rate as everyone else. This
new Bruce Trail App is a separate
product, with significant improvements
that we know you’ll enjoy.

Our new and improved Bruce Trail App will launch this fall on:

Launch date will be
announced on: 
• brucetrail.org/pages/

bruce-trail-app
• BTC eNews
• BTC Instagram,

Facebook & Twitter

https://brucetrail.org/pages/bruce-trail-app
https://brucetrail.org/pages/bruce-trail-app
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Trail Changes & Notices continued

Map 35 – New Skinner’s Woods Side Trail
A new side trail has been established on
the BTC’s Skinner’s Woods Nature Reserve
and on Skinner's Bluff Management Area.
This creates a 5.2 km loop with the Len
Holley Side Trail and the main Bruce Trail.
Skinner's Woods Side Trail = 2.1 km

PENINSULA
Map 37 – New Shoreline Access Side Trail
A new side trail has been established in
the Rush Cove area to offer access to
the water and to create a 400-metre
loop with the main Bruce Trail. 
Shoreline Access Side Trail = 200 metres

SYDENHAM
Map 29 – Walter’s Creek, Reroute
The main Trail has been routed in this
area. A portion of the new treadway fol-
lows Walter’s Creek on what was once
an old pioneer road connecting Walter’s
Falls to Bognor.

Map 34 – New MapleCross Ridge Side Trail
A new side trail has been established on
the BTC’s MapleCross Ridge Nature
Reserve, offering an alternative route. The
new side trail creates a 3.1 km loop with
the main Bruce Trail and Coles Side Trail. 
MapleCross Ridge Side Trail = 430 metres

Map 39 – Cape Chin, Reroute and 
New Side Trail
An impressive and long-awaited new
route has been laid out on the
Escarpment brow of Maplecross Nature
Reserve at Cape Chin coupled with a
newly named side trail. Together, the new
main Trail and the Cape Chin Meadows
Side Trail create a loop of 8.9 km. 
Cape Chin Meadows Side Trail = 6.3 km
New Main Trail = 2.6 km

Map 39 – David Blasing Side Trail
The Peninsula Club has renamed the
trail segment north of the Alan Fowler
Side Trail as the David Blasing Side Trail
in gratitude to the landowners for gener-
ously hosting this side trail on their
beautiful property since the inception of
the trail. 
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OUR GENEROUS DONORS 
Thank you to all 2,126 donors who chose to support the Bruce Trail Conservancy with a gift between April 1 and June 30, 2021.

Special thanks to the following donors who made a gift of $10,000 or more, or a gift of land, during this time:

Emma Bradley

Caledon Hills BTC

Estate of Joan & Roger Cunnington

Wendy Findlay & Family

Fleming Foundation

The Gosling Foundation

Heather & Ross Hamlin Fund

Margaret Hill

Chris Hoffmann & Joan Eakin

Bruce King & Valerie Jones

Tracy Mann

Catherine Martin & Family

McCammon Family Foundation

Mary Anne Miller & Family

Milne Family Foundation Fund

Grant & Marilyn Minard

Niagara BTC

Ontario Land Trust Alliance Inc.

Christopher Robinson

Estate of Margaret Sebastian, 
In honour of Lorraine Sherred

Bruce Smith & Linda Amos

Sydenham BTC

Michael Treuman

2 Anonymous Donors

Gifts of Land

J.C. Duff Limited

Support Your Loved Ones
and Make a Difference

Use the power of your Will to do more!

Visit: willpower.ca/charities/bruce-trail-conservancy/ 
Contact: Gloria Vidovich, BTC Planned Giving & Donor Relations Officer,

gvidovich@brucetrail.org or 905-529-6821 ext. 248

https://www.willpower.ca/charities/bruce-trail-conservancy/
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OUR GENEROUS DONORS

Leslie Alexander & Family
Sam Anderson
Ann & Lydell Andree Wiebe

& Family
John Armstrong & Family
Emma Arppe-Robertson

Lyne Arseneau & Family
Christopher Bain
Neil Baldwin & Family
Annette Balgord
Christina Bardes
Michael Barnard

Patricia G. Barton
Tony & Joan Barton
Pier-Giorgio Bassi
Margaret Bates
Deborah Bauder
John Bauer

Steve & Jean Baxter
Vikki Baylis & Family
Wayne Beard
John R. Bedford
Karen Bergmann
Susan Bigland-Witton

Heidi Bischof
Marilena Biscotti
Bloom Depot Inc
Laurel Boatman
Karen Bonham & Family
Edward Borowski

Barbara Borthwick
Pamela Boutilier
David C. Bray & Family
Mark Brett & Kathy Denomy
Ken & Heidi Brisco
Cameron Brown

AIG
Mike Ambler
Jim Anderson & Family
Michael Andrassy & Ann

Guthrie
Mary Angus
Cynthia Archer
Richard C. L. Armstrong
Doris A. Arnold
Ann H. Atkinson
Sarah Atkinson & Family
John Badali
Bill Barnett
Neil Barrows & Sheri Binsell
Barbara Bartle & Family
Lesley Beech
Douglas Beecroft
Sabine Behnk & Steven

Furino
Dawn Bell
Rakesh Bhandari
Paul & Pat Bigelow
Alan & Helen Billing
Mardelle Bishop
Marie Black
Doug Boasie
Richard Boehnke & Family
Deborah Bongard
Clare Booker
Lynda & David Bowen
George Bowman
Anna Jean Bradley
Emma Bradley
Hans Brandl
Brant United Way
Jennifer Brasch
Karen Bremner
Warren Bridle
Peggy Brock
Alex Brown
Robert Brown & Family
Walter Brunner
David Burch & Family
Mark Cachia
Brendan Calder
George A. Calder
Caledon Hills BTC
Barbara Cannon
Mick Carberry & Family
Brian & Charlotte Carter
Andrew Cartmell
Susan Chang-Hong
Jane Cheng
Andrew Clark
Bruce Clark & Ruth Plant
Luis Cleto
David Cole & Family
William Coleman
Malcolm & Elizabeth Collins
Community Foundation

Grey Bruce
Cindi & Dave Conlon
Dean Connor & Maris

Uffelmann
Maurice G. Connor
Andrew Cook
Margaret Corner
Correll Foundation
Kevin Costante
Ward Coulson

Robert A. Coutts
Matthew Cox
Margaret Craik & Family
Robert Crysdale
Estate of Joan & Roger

Cunnington
Bob & Kathy Daisley
Judy Daniel & Frank Morrow
Colleen Darrell & Gregory

Huffman
Rolph Davis
Ted & Jayne Dawson
Raymond de Rose & Family
Trevor Dickinson
Martin & Lorie Dixon
Janet Douglas
Anne Dragicevic
Bob & Caroline Duncanson
Diana Dunlap
William & Lucie Dutfield
Hamish C. Duthie & 

Lynn C. Allen
Dean & Gillian Einarson
Rhonda Eisler & Family
James Ellis
Peter Ellison
Dianne Ensing
David & Sandra Evans
Eleanor Evans
David Feather
Rob & Danielle Ferguson
Michel Fich
Wendy Findlay & Family
Mike Finlayson
Fleming Foundation
Patricia J. Fleming Fund
Stewart Fleming
Tanya Folkema
Debra Forman & Family
Kevin Fortune
Jack Freiburger
Barbara Frey
Sheryl & Aden Frey
James Garrow & Family
Peter Garstang
Douglas P Gayton
Sjaan Gerth & Family
Sharon Gibbons
Louise Gilroy
Gleason Brook Winery
Dorothea Godt & Ulrich

Tepass
Darren Goldstein
Peter Grant Gordon
The Gosling Foundation
John Goyder
Jim Graham & Family
Ronald E. Granger
Bob & Lynda Grant
Jean Grant
Cathie Green
Peter & Susan Griggs
Marcela Gronda
Jean Haalboom
Terry Haalboom
Larry Haigh
Fred L. Hall
Gary Hall
Scott Hamilton
Heather & Ross Hamlin

Fund

Mary-Ann Haney
Ed Heakes & Family
Michael Heale
Nancy & Brian Heinmiller
Robin Heintzman & Gordon

Currie
Darryck & Inez Hesketh
Kathie Heslip
Neil Hester & Family
Paul Hewitt
Margaret Hill
Matthew Hodge
Chris Hoffmann & Joan

Eakin
David Holmes & Family
Randall Howard
David Howden
Anna Howes & Family
Peter & Liz Howes
John L. Howie & Family
Lynn Hryniuk
Yin Hui
David & Margaret Hull
Tara Hurley
Lucia Ip
Peter A. Irwin
Mary Izma
Averil & Joe Jany
Regine Joexen
David & Susan Johnson
Dennis Jones
Ruth Jones
Journey Back To Health
Paul Karges
John Keating
Corrie Kellestine
Erin Kelly
Shelley Kempling
Ann Kerr & Family
Bruce King & Valerie Jones
Kinsman/Kanyar Giving

Foundation
Nathan Klassen
Diane & Martin Knyf
Sebastian Kozlowski
Melissa Krakar & Family
Mark Krempien & Family
Melissa Krone
Anne Kubu & Family
Jean-Rene Lagace
Diana Laubitz
Alan & Carol Lavine
Nellie Leal
Steve Leis
John & Lise Lea Leonard &

Family
John Lepp
Leonard & Jean Lillie
Joyce Lock & Family
Carolynne E. Locke
Chris Lucas
Robert Luckhart
Lindsay & Lynda Lyall
Peter MacKenzie
Sheila E. MacMahon
Pieter & Janny Maljaars
Tracy Mann
Ivor Mansell
R. Mark
Kathleen Marsman

Catherine Martin & Family
Darcy Martin
Joëlle Martin
Linda Martin
Vivian McAlister
Peter McArthur & Cathy

Clarke
McCammon Family

Foundation
Janice McClelland & Don

Blok
Don McCrossan
Theresa McDiarmid
Brenda McDonald
Patricia McDonald-Harrison
Sue McFarlane & Family
Donald McGillivray &

Family
Stephen F. McLennan
Bill McMurray
Sheila McNair
Gary McNally
Janet Mary McPherson
Don Melady
David Merritt & Family
Sarah G. Metzger
Donn Millar
Carolyn Miller
Mary Anne Miller & Family
Rosanne Mills
Milne Family Foundation

Fund
Joni Miltenburg
Grant & Marilyn Minard
Charles K Minns & Family
Dieter Misgeld & Amparo

Torres
Jim & Elaine Mitchell
MONAT Canada
Owen D Moorhouse &

Family
Alan & Anne Morgan
Margaret Morison
Donald Morrison
Bill & Cecile Moses
Carmel Mothersill
David Mulhern
David Munoz & Family
Bob Nadon & Kerry Lee
Randy Nanek & Janice

Kawka
Nature League
David Nelms
Niagara BTC
Gordon Nicholls
Thelma Nita
Fred Nix & Franca De

Angelis
Margaret Northfield
Richard Ogilvie & Family
Josh O'Kell
Jim Oliver & Family
Sheila O'Neal
Ontario Land Trust Alliance

Inc.
John Ormond
Robert B. Orton & Family
Frances Oussoren
John & Cindy Paczkowski
Chris Palin & Family
Tom Parker & Emma Betz

Stella Parr
Martha Parrott & Ken Kessler
Veronika Pelletier
Gloria Pennycook & Family
Owen Percy & Family
Brad Peterson
Barbara Pickering
Susan Pike & Family
Linda R. Pim
Warren Pitton
Nicholas Plummer
Jeffrey Ponsford & Family
Vera & Ted Pordage Fund
David Port
Donna & David Powell
Mark & Mary Powell
Leslie & Jeffrey Price
Russell Quick
Vinoj Rajendran
Sharon Ranson
Phyllis Ratzlaff
Wayne Reeves
Alex Reid
Sufiya M. Reid
James A. Reive
Sharon Richardson
Ronald & Mary Lynn Ritchie
Jennifer Roberts
John & Janet Roberts
Christine Robinson
Christopher Robinson
David Rogers
Beth Ross & Family
Margaret Rouse
Paul Rowcliffe & Family
Nina Roy
Rick Russell & Family
William & Vivian Russell
Teri Russell-Hill & Family
Aneta Rybak
Margaret Sanborn
Saugeen Field Naturalists
Bob and Peggy Savage

Foundation
Robert Schellenberg
Clark Schneider
Richard Schneider
Lena & Wayne Scholman &

Family
Gary & Carol Scobie
Robert Sears & Family
Estate of Margaret Sebastian,

In honour of Lorraine
Sherred

Matthew Seddon
Seger Family Foundation
Cameron & Karen Serles
Dr. Alex Sevigny
Mike & Emma Shaw
Margaret Slaght
Doug Sloan
Art Smith
Bruce Smith & Linda Amos
Erwin G. Smith
George C. Smith
Jason Smith
Kathy, Kristi & Blair Smith
Rolande Smith
Sandy Smith
Stan Smyth

Edward Spencer & Family
Eric Spindler
John Kyle Spyksma
Alois Stadler
Patricia Staite
Diane Stampfler
Diane Staniforth
Eileen Stark
Nancy Stayzer
Deb Steel
Judy Stewart & Family
Kevin Stewart & Family
Martin & Sandra Stocker
Gordon Stubley
Summer Keep Properties Ltd
Richard Swagerman
Anne Swarbrick & Gar

Darroch
Sydenham BTC
David Sykes
Andrew Szucs
Paul Taylor
Telus Community

Connections
Patrick Terwoord
Robert Thom
Dan Thompson
Kate Thompson
Kathryn Thompson
Ken Thompson
Haran Thurairasah
Michael Treuman
Edward Tsang
Audrey Turnbull
Patricia Turner
Annette & Tom Urlocker
Arno Van Dijk
Peter van Dillen & Kathryn

Wherry
Martin & Alice Vandenberg
Lauri Vanstone
Evelyn Veale
Claire Veenstra & Don

Johnston
Michael Virostek & Family
JW & Dayle E. Vraets
Douglas Wahlsten
Rick Waters
Ken & Cecile Weber
Guy Weissberg
Ruth Werezak & Family
George & Lois Whetham
Kenneth & Wendy Whitwell
John Wigle
Don Williams
Deborah Wills
Katherine Wilson
Leslie Wood
Woodbridge Foam

Corporation
Marie Woods
Susan Wortman
Laura & Tom Wright
Barb Yake & George Norville
Wayne Yeechong
Barbara Yeo
Susan Yu
Mehmet Zeytinoglu
Ross Zurowski
8 Anonymous Donors

The following donors gave $250 or more between April 1 and June 30, 2021

Monthly Donors
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Deborah Brown
Joshua Brown
Jonathan Brubacher
Carol Budge
Bill & Marjorie Buhlman
Jeanne Bullock
Barbara Burrows &

Family
John Butt
John Buttars
Shaun Button
Todd Caldwell & Shaun

Moore
Ewan Cameron
Cory Campbell
Louise Carberry
Fleur Careil
Malcolm J. Carr
Irene & John Carroll
Anne Cathrae
June Chambers & Family
Bill & Sharon Chapman
Katherine Chapman
Gary Cherniak & Family
Joanne & Mike Cicchini
Sue Clouse-Jensen
Sally M. Cohen-Moule &

David Moule
Wendy Coleman
Kelli Cornforth
Mary Lou Cronan
Eric Crose & Family
Doug & Loreen

Cumming
Peter & Bernadette Curtis
Joe & Teresa Dale
Claire Davidson
Victor & Sandra Davis
Edward Dean
Lynda Deboer
Diane Delaney
Paul Dennis & Susan

Stechly
Adrian DeVisser
Steven Dickie
Stephen & Rosemary

Digby
Heather DiMarco
Verity Dimock & Family
Andrew Dinsmore & Jean

Koroway
Daphne G. Donaldson
Angela Eady & Michael

Root
Mitchell Eckert
Gordon Edgar
Richard Edwards
David Eikelboom
Jennifer Eliasmith
Andrew Elliot & Lauri

Vanstone
Eadaoin Elliott
Grant Elliott
Marlene Etherington
Lisa Etienne
Barbara Euler
Mary Federau and David

Hass
Elizabeth Fedorkow &

David Alles
Mary Ferguson
Penny Finkbeiner
Doug Finley
Gary Foote & Family
Greg & Alice Forbes
William Ford & Family
Jeffrey Forgrave
Stewart Forrest & Family
Mary Fowler & Family
James Fox
Lawrence & Christine Foy
Douglas W. Fuller

Bill & Mary Elizabeth
Fulton

Jonathan Fung
Hanne Fynbo
Aaron Gascoyne
Tyler Gaunt
Vicki Gerth
Donna Gierszewski
Laura Gillis
Jan Graves & Family
Jeremy Graves
Katherine Gray
Marg Greaves
John & Jane Greenhouse
Rebecca S. Hagey
Stephen Hardacre
Anne & Neil Harrison
Jeff Heisz & Family
Donna Hemeon
Gail Henderson-Brown
Jane & Ian Hendrie
Mary Henricksen
Sarah Henriques
James Herington & Family
Andrew Higgins
Mark Holden
John Horman & Family
Betty Howell
Dan Hussey
Monica Hypher & Brian

Byrnes
Barbara Jackel
Ann Jackson & Denis Ho
Ronald Jackson
William Jackson
Steven Jacobs & Family
Herbert Jenkins & Family
David Johnston & Family
Janette Johnston
Mark Johnstone & Family
Julie Jones
Catherine & Dan

Kaloutsky
Sarah Kam
Stephen Kamnitzer &

Family
Robina Kaposy
Ute Karlson-Lippold
Kayak Ontario
Daryl Keays & Maureen

McGuigan
Nicholas Keresztesi &

Family
Jean Kerins
Brian Kerr
Manpreet Khaihra
Phil & Cathy Kidston
Gisela Knappe
Patricia Knight
Alex Kraas
John Kranyics
Ernie Kuechmeister
Nicholas Kuhl
John Kuhne
Dita Kuhtey
Alkarim Ladha & Family
Ben Lafreniere
David Lamb
Karen Laurence
Frank & Julie Lauritzen
Kate Lazier & Jane Pyper
Peter & Judy Leeney
Terri Leroux & Family
Brandon Levac & Family
Christine Lewis
Louella Lobo & Family
Lisa Luyten
John & Kathryn Lye
Errol MacKenzie &

Jeanne Keldson
Peter & Marilyn

MacLoghlin

Susan & Leslie MacMillan
Christina MacNaughton

& Family
Nancy & Robert Mann
Steve Manske
Kenneth Martin
Nicole Martin
David Mathieson
Catherine May
Leslie McBeth & Family
John & Elizabeth

McCullam
Laura McDonald &

Family
Michael McDonald &

Family
Mary & David McEwen
Maureen McFarland
Mary McGee & Andrew

John Lee
Sylvia J. McGeer
Kevin McLean &

Adrienne McRuvie
Richard & Karen McLean
Julie McManus & Family
Gail Meyer
Leslie Michel
Catherine Middleton
Darryl Minard & Family
Eugene Mlynczyk
Malcolm J. Moore
Susannah Morrison
Ken Mullings
William Murphy &

Family
Liz Murray
Flora Nadafi
Timothy Nash
Bill Nestorovich
Kristina Nethercott
Howard & Pamela

Newman
Ian Nielsen-Jones
Rosalind Nightingale
Joan Nuffield & Family
Elizabeth Nyburg
Nels Nyman
Patrick O'Bee
Cindy O'Brien
Darlene Ormsby &

Family
Will & Marg Overton
Haan Palcu-Chang
Andrew W. Panko
Scott Parker
Kyra Paterson
Daniel Patterson
Bo Penny
Heather & Grant Peters
Kim Peters & Family
Rosemary Petrie
Catherine Philbrook
Doug Pole & Family
Diane Pope & Family
Henry & Susan Popp
Sarah Powell
Joyce & Ross Redford
Kirk Roberts
Ian & June C. Robertson
Christopher Robinson
Sandi Robinson & Family
Angela Rocchi
Paul Roney
Chris Rourke & Family
Kyle Ruddy
Donna Rutherford
Mooyoul Ryu
Bernardino Scala
Bob Seaton
Peter Sharpe
Dave Shepherd & Family
Jill & Chris Shepherd

Lorraine Sherred
Nancy Sherwin
Mary & Ray Shier
Jocelyn & Ted Shipman
Glen R. Simpson
Jan Simpson & Richard

Andrews
Sylvia Simpson
John Sinclair
Aaron Smith & Victoria Bye

& Family
Donald F Smith & Family
Maureen Smith
Robert Smythe
Wendy Southall
Darryl Spector
Patrick Speissegger & Family
Elizabeth Staite
Paul Stanbury
Darlene Stericker
Jonathon Stewart
Patricia Stewart
Michael Stoten
Paul Strathdee & Teresa

Coulthard
Amanda Styles

Satu Suikki
Jasmine Sun
Brett Sura & Family
Patrick B. Taylor & Family
James Tennant
Saurabh Tewari
Ian Thompson
Ian Thompson
Trevor Thompson
John G. Thomson
Willard & Sharon Thorne
Dave Till
Brenda Tipper & Family
The Titgemeyer Family
Jordan Tracey
Tom Trimble
Katherine Turner
Paul Van De Kamer
Myra & Peter Van Katwyk
Laura Vayrynen
Emily Venditti
Gloria Vidovich
George Vnoucek & Carolyn

Welch
Joseph Votto
Annette Vriends

David Wallis & Joan Jenkins
Kevin B. Warburton
Karen Ward
Ine Wauben
Dana Webster
Dorothy & Gerd Wengler
Evelyn Westen & Family
Mark Whitcombe
Janet White
Heather Whitney
Nancy Whittle
M C H. Withers
Glen & Karen Wood
Ralf Wroblewski & Inge

Eckerich
Catherine Yolles
John Clifton Young
Fred Young
Conrad Zeglinski
Adrian & Janet Zenwirt
Adam Zgraja
Stephanie Zidel
2 Anonymous Donors

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Gifts were received to honour these special people: 

A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 1    J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1

Anniversary
Julia Sarazin

Birthday
Joan Andreychuk
Jenny Burbidge
Jim Davis
Paula Duarte Guaterman
Peter Erb
Lesley Lewis
Mary Macdonald
Jean McKenzie-Leiper
Brenda Mooney
Erin O'Hara
Lynn Sosnowski
Robert Sosnowski
Suzanne Tremblay
Christine J. Webster
Gail Weiler & David Tyrrell
Greg Wilkinson

Congratulations
Michael & Katie Yun

Father’s Day
Norman Bertrand
Barry Colbert
Peter Edmondstone
David Harrington
Lyle Jeakins
Steve Jones
Alex McCulloch
Trevor Street & Family

In Honour
James Daly
Pam Forsyth
Leslie Ho
Justin Levy
Duncan Maclellan
Anne Mason
Wayne Methven
Shannon Miller
Anne More
Leela Rooplal
Don Sherwin & Chris

McGuire

Karen Smith-McCune
Mrs. Taylor & Ms. Ashley
Joanne Tosello
Elaine Vallevand
Rachel Zant

Mother's Day
Peggy Gordon
Patricia Linkenheld
Caryl McCauley
Jacqueline G. Wakefield

Retirement
Peter Donnelly
Sharon Szymkowski

Wedding
Laura Culp & Vadym

Kliuchnikov
Sasha Goudzentchouk

In Memoriam gifts were received in recognition of:

Alphonse Bellaire
Erling Armson
Ruth Ann Cator
Thomas Clarke
Ann L. Couse
James (Jim) Couse
Denise Freer
Don Blok
Donald J. Hughes
Dorothy E. Babcock
Elizabeth Bhandari
Joy Busch
June Caskey
Lynne Davies
Cynthia M. Ferris
Judith Fox
Gunter Franke
Keith Hyde
James Henderson
Kevin James
Mark Jensen
John Charles David Hope
Dave Knox
Hans Kreplin

Jim Lanthier
Fan Lim Lee
Rosemary Lemieux
Dean Lockhart
Cam Maltby
Marylin Matheson
Angela Matthews
Doreen L. Maxwell
Elaine McMurray
Teresa Miedzwiedzki
Harry Moerschner
Jean Moore
Joyce Morden
Doreen M. Murray
John R. Murray
Andrea Myles
Peter Neely
Rudy Neufeld
Heidi Ohrt
Anita P. O'Neil
Jo Ann Opperman
Daniel Oriscarin
Leslie Posnett
Terry Rose

Dorothy Sager
Richard Schmitt-Matzen
Les Scotton
Vance Seddon
Peter Shepherd
Beth Simmt
Ann Skinner
Paul Soles
Dianne Stone
Marjorie Sutherland
Bob Swift
Jack Switzer
Peter Tomlin
Karen Tompa
Dawn Tozer
Josef Vladars
Uwe Wassermann
Don Waterfall
Dan Welsh
Bob Wiley
Laura Willcox
Wolfgang Wittmann
Fred Young



BTC LICENSE PLATE FRAME
Updated design in green print
features the BTC mission. $5.00 

BTC TRAVEL MUG
18 oz. stainless steel, dark
green mug with BTC logo.
Vacuum insulated,
double wall construction.
Push-on lid with thumb-
slide opening.
Members: $22.00, 
Non-Member $24.00

Bruce Trail Reference Maps and Trail Guide
Edition 30 is here! 42 maps & trail descriptions in a sturdy 6-ring
binder. Features trail changes over past 3 years. New section on
Indigenous culture and revised introduction. Laminated flora,
fauna & fossil field guide included. 
Members $34.95, Non-Members $39.95. 

Downloadable Bruce Trail Reference Maps
Edition 30 – Individual Maps $3.00. Full set of 42 maps in single download package.
Members $24.95, Non-Members $29.95. 

Bruce Trail Reference Guide Insert 
Edition 30 – All the same great content as the Bruce Trail
Reference but without the binder or vinyl sleeve. Best suited for those who have binder
from a previous edition. Inserts come with a sticker for your old binder so you can easily
identify which edition is inside. Members $24.95, Non-Members $29.95. 

Bruce Trail Conservancy General Store
See our full selection of products and shop online at brucetrail.org

Bruce Trail
Poster Map
Printed on heavy stock this
beautiful, newly redesign
poster map is perfect for
hanging at home or at the
cottage – maybe it will
inspire your next Bruce
Trail adventure! Poster
Size: 23.94" x 35.94"  $8.85 

2022 Bruce Trail
Calendar 
A stunning collection
of Bruce Trail-themed
art from Niagara
Escarpment artists.
Members: $15.00
Non-Members: $18.00

2022 Bruce Trail Conservancy Calendar

Preserving a ribbon of wilderness, for everyone, forever.

BLAZE PERFORMANCE TSHIRT 
White on navy. Soft cotton-feel with moisture-wicking and
antimicrobial technology. 100% polyester jersey. Tapered Cut
Scoop Neck or Straight Cut Crew Neck (XS-XXL). $20.00

BRUCE TRAIL 
ARROW SOCKS 
New design. Great for on the trail
or around town. One size (7-13).
80% combed cotton, 17%
polyamide, 3% elastine. $13.95

CREWNECK SWEATSHIRT  
Burgundy. BTC logo on top left chest.
65% polyester, 35% cotton. Anti-pill
finish. Unisex cut (XS to XXL)
Members: $40.00
Non-members $45.00

BTC DOG LEASH 
For our canine Bruce Trail fans.
6 ft woven leash. $19.95

BTC BUFF 
Multifunctional
headwear from BUFF.
New design features
pattern of green
diamonds and white
blazes on black. 100%
polyester microfiber.
$24.95 

NEW
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LOOPS &
LATTES SERIES
$29.95 EACH

BTC DIAMOND TRAIL
MARKER PIN 
Enamel pin replica of our
diamond trail marker for
the Main Trail (white), or
Side Trails (blue). 1 inch x
1 inch wide. $5.00

https://brucetrail.org/pages/store


WATERFALLS OF
ONTARIO, 3RD ED
$29.95

THE LAST
STAND
$29.95

Silent Valley 
A stunning jewel in a 
 beautiful necklace… 

 

 
Ron Savage 

!

!!

SILENT VALLEY
$15.00 

SLAG: AN
ECOLOGICAL
THRILLER $15.95

BUTTERFLIES
OF ONTARIO &
EASTERN
CANADA
$28.95 

NATURE HIKES –
NEAR-TORONTO
TRAILS &
ADVENTURES
$24.95

SECRETS OF
SYDENHAM 
$20.00

SARAH’S DINOSAUR $5.00

BTC BOOKSHELF
To order from our extensive collection of books please call

905-529-6821 or visit www.brucetrail.org

Kids’ Corner

ENDTOEND Badge Package 
10 badges. 1 purchase.

End-to-Enders can now receive their Bruce Trail End-to-End
badge and certificate PLUS each of the 9 Club End-to-End
badges in one package. Submit your hike logs to the BTC once
you’ve completed the entire Trail and request this package.
Those wishing to collect badges as they complete sections will
still need to reach out to individual Clubs. The BTC does not sell
the Club badges individually. But, if you can wait until the end,
you can get all 10 badges at once. Please note: the set includes
only the “Hike on Your Own” badges.

$75.00   Not available online.

Learn more about End-to-Ends at 
brucetrail.org/pages/explore-the-trail/end-to-ends
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BIRTHDAY BOOTS $10.00

https://brucetrail.org/store/category/3
https://brucetrail.org/pages/explore-the-trail/end-to-ends


Bruce Trail App
coming this fall!

NEW & IMPROVED

Plan and track your hikes along
Canada's oldest and longest marked
footpath, and explore new areas along
the Niagara Escarpment, with the most
up-to-date route information, in an
easy-to-use format.

The Bruce Trail App can help beginner
hikers, seasoned explorers, and
aspiring End-to-Enders alike! 

Learn more inside on page 24 and at
brucetrail.org/pages/bruce-trail-app

The Bruce Trail App
is sponsored by 

https://brucetrail.org/pages/bruce-trail-app
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